
SOCIAL WORK – Rescuing orphans who 
were abandoned on the Louisville wharf 
was just part of Catherine Spalding’s work. 
An orphanage, several schools and an 
infirmary for cholera victims were physical 
manifestations of her belief in helping 
people in need. The co-founder and the 
first leader of the Sisters of Charity of 
Nazareth in Nelson County, Spalding’s 
leadership continues to make a difference 
through the work of modern-day members 
of the Sisters of Charity and the institutions 
that trace their start to her.
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St. Vincent’s Church is a visible example of Mother Catherine Spalding’s legacy.  
(Graphic5_Box14_27 Ronald Morgan Kentucky Postcard Collection, Kentucky 
Historical Society)


